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ABSTRACT

Bhagat Singh sacrificed his life for the downtrodg®ople and the country. After independence theid@ari
system was abolished but the SEZs ‘Special econamoies’ are not actually the ‘Special Exploitatizenes’?
The Zamindari system still exists in a new formaBat Singh never got appreciation by the histor@rihe ‘Congress’
brand who always tried to belittle his contributiand argued that few enthusiastic people couldbniog the mighty
British empire down. The Communist party of Indfgen claims to have inherited the legacy of Bh&jagh but the same
party promoted capitalism by extending a helpingchm slaughtering the people fighting for theghts in Nandigram.
Bhagat's ideology has become more relevant tod@ye $overnments are blind towards their respditgilhd implement
the policy of ‘Socialist India’ and the industrist and corrupt politicians are promoted, ignotimg socialist demands of
the workers and peasants. It is very important ndeustand the ideology of Bhagat Singh in this @rgoliticized
communalism and regionalism where the politicatltra and capitalist have formed a nexus use casteedigion for
their nefarious purposes. If observed criticallgah be easily located that Religion is the largeswing economy in India
and south Asian countries. Religion has become rimopertant than one’s love for nation. As a refding a Muslim in
Kashmir, a Tamil in south, a Marathi in Maharaslainad a Bengali in W. Bengal comes with additiorextdfits of its own,
but being a Hindu in Kashmir or a Non Marathi in Maashtra or a North Indian in south invites wr&hing a Dalit is
the biggest crime everywhere despite of the cauiitital safeguards for them. Bhagat's vision waadical change in the
existing system and this cannot be brought witheniemsfer of power.
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INTRODUCTION

Bhagat Singh was a revolutionary activist. His ekafor an ideology started from the school daysy.onl
As a young intellectual he was always searchiniplad view for human emancipation. His journey whstarted from his
school days gathered momentum after he becameutierd of the National College, Lahore. From thgibeing only
Bhagat Singh was impressed by the revolutionargdessand started collecting a good number of nepespaippings on
Sardar Ajit Singh and Lala Lajpat Rai. Within fewys$ he had a collection on major political evems about 50 books,
written by the radicals’ leaders especially of Lelardayal. Lala Hardayal was the first in Indiapt@sent a full-fledged
article on Karl Mar’s views on communism named ‘Kistarx: A Modern Rishi’ published in March 191PInder this
ideological influence he reconstituted the HindosRepublican Association /Army as Hindustan SosfaRepublican
Association /Army, in 1928. This change did not pexpas some emotional outburst but was a well thtoowgt nationalist
step. Finally he threw harmless bombs in the Cturesit Assembly to register his party’s protest agfaihe Trade Dispute
Bill and Public Safety Bill. Both the bills were diaally directed against the Communist politicalivates going on in

India from abroad. He also wrote on several ocecmsithat “Proletariat as the Vanguard of Revoluticarid

Impact Factor(JCC): 1.4507- This article can be dowloaded from www.impactjournals.us |




| 150 Satendra KumMlishra |

“the necessity of Dictatorship of the Proletariat éstablishing a Socialist Society.” Accordinghisn who would do this
other than a Marxist?

23rd March 1931, The British government fearingaopossible communist and radical movement by these
revolutionary young men, hanged them before the dhte. Bhagat Singh with Rajguru and Sukhdev becaohenly
martyers but gradually they became an ideologyyTdmbraced death in a completely heroic way andesame legend
for the Indian mass. There is not a single youtdés of India's independence movement who hasret@E whole
generation as Bhagat Singh. It was Unfortunate ttetruling elite of the country marked Bhagat $irag a 'terrorist'.
These revolutionaries were basically non-violentthrir thoughts and process and tried to recornsindia with an
ideology which was far beyond the purview of codlegtudents. In the absence of knowledge of hisladgoand

understanding of the then Indian situation, pegptessly under evaluate and misrepresent BhagahSing

Bhagat expressed his thoughts from the jail andmoiks was published which throw much light on trastic
failure of contemporary communist leaders to infice and attach the younger generation in the megars freedom
movement. The CPI leadership acted under the infleeof the Comintern and failed to put forward asistent and
effective revolutionary policy. The Stalinists snthe mid-1920s directed its leadership which was/imced itself more
than the liberation struggle which was to be fougtpart of the democratic stage of the revolutis.a result whole
focus remained tilted towards attracting the boaigje class and dragging them more towards thenstitad of struggling
against them for power. They had a misconceptiah tthe bourgeoisie were the natural ally of theohavon. Their view

was that the Indian National Congress was theaeddf the political purpose between Marxists arpitafsts.

Bhagat was strongly against this bogus theory megdy the Stalinists. He had clear vision in thaure of the
national capitalists for freedom struggle. Bhadaaudy said that there was no difference in the wfl capitalists, local or
foreign. It didn't matter from which country theling class came from, what mattered was the canditif the working
class in the existing system. If the workers angated then the system must be changed and thecebdor the same are
more in capitalist economy. As proposed by theil8t, Imperialism and Colonialism were not onhetrule of
capitalists under which all social classes of thiemized nation are hostile to, but instead weeedinect rule of the global

capitalists upon the working class of all natidBkagat’s ideology was direct rejection of this slasllaboration.

It is very important to understand the ideologyBifagat Singh in this era of politicized communaligmd
regionalism where the political leaders and caigitdlave formed a nexus use caste and religiortHeir nefarious
purposes. If observed critically it can be easilgated that Religion is the largest growing econamindia and south
Asian countries. Religion has become more importiagt one’s love for nation. As a result being ashdn in Kashmir,
a Tamil in south, a Marathi in Maharashtra and agadi in W. Bengal comes with additional benefitst® own, but being
a Hindu in Kashmir or a Non Marathi in Maharashdra North Indian in south invites wrath. Being aliDis the biggest
crime everywhere despite of the constitutional gaéeds for them. Bhagat's vision was a radical glain the existing
system and this cannot be brought with mere trarsffgoower. It really hurts whenever Bhagat Singhréferred as
‘terrorist’. Things looked ridiculous when few dfe Leaders from Pakistan did comparison of thetistrattack on the
Parliament to that on the Lahore Assembly. It'syvienportant for the younger generation to know wBagagat Singh
stood for to challenge such malicious views whilthbaevolutionary activities with religious fanatigews. It would be so

unpatriotic and antinational that Bhagat Singloisistimes compared with the religious fundamentalist
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In order to know and feel the revolutionary zeaBéifagat Singh one has to study his works in whielclearly
focused on humanity and brotherhood. It is alsodrgnt to understand as to why was Bhagat an athei®se who
compare him with terrorist are exposed to only | phhis ideology. They are ignorant of the dejotihis ideology which
is not tainted in the narrow fanatic views of ralig in which the so-called democratic liberals ameolved in. Bhagat is
an icon for the Indian youth struggling against Briish colonialism and was hanged at the agenty @3 years, that
young age in which a large number of the politiealders are either at the ignorant primary stafi¢isedr political career
or studying abroad. Bhagat Singh never ever jestifriolence. He could have very easily killed mamjitical leaders
present inside the Lahore Assembly Mohammad Ahalim but if he had wanted that. His aim was sintplgwaken the
deaf government who has turned a deaf ear to thdds of the Indians. He said: "It is famous thainl a terrorist but
| am not. | am a revolutionary with certain ideojoglefined ideals and a long programme and if pedpihk that after
living in for a long period in the jail, there isyachange in my ideologies then they are wrongs ty firm belief that we
cannot get any benefit from either bombs or pistélgowing bomb is not only dangerous but also Haknit is required
in certain specific conditions. Our main aim is theganization of laborers and farmers." Bhagat Bifgd no
misconceptions on the reactionary character cégigaHe never subscribed to the views and idedseoCPI. He neither
desired to fight alongside the capitalists in tleeyvfirst stage nor against the capitalists ingbeond stage. For Bhagat,
the revolution was in fact a complete new sociaksblution which offers the power in the handstef worker, with the
peasants on its side. He never dreamt of a repulblich was bourgeois, and also never advocatedasyibility of the

share of power between the workers and capitalists.

It is also quite interesting to know that the Cargxr did very little to save the life of Bhagat Siramd his friends.
Mohammad Ali Jinnah was the one who termed thenomalists and did so to get support in Lahore'stipal and legal
circle. He wrote about Congress and her views: "Vighthe motive of Congress? | said that the presmvement will end
in some sort of compromise or total failure. | haaid so because in my opinion the real revolutipfiarces have not
been invited to join the movement. This movemeieisg conducted only on the basis of a few midtiss shopkeepers
and a few capitalists. Both of these classes, Bpaity the capitalists, cannot venture to endartbeir property. The real
armies of the revolution are in villages and fae®r the peasants and workers. But our bourgeaiders don't dare take
them along, nor can they do so. These sleepingstigmce they wake up from their slumber, are mitgto stop even
after the accomplishment of the mission of our éad It's a known fact that Bhagat also criticizéte type of
"non-violence" preached by Gandhiji. According tmiGandhi's doctrine was nothing but just a traputh back workers
and peasants on taking offensive steps againstapialists. According to Bhagat his ideology whlen-violence and
socialism and NO to capitalism’ but of Gandhi wBnh-violence and socialism but preferred capitalidistory is the
proof that in the civil disobedience movement cesgrtook the cause of the industrialists and did support the
grievances of the workers and peasants. The reamugress was in need of funds and it can be prdvinecapitalist

forces only.

Bhagat Singh was not only against the capitalisirhiziviews on casteism are also inspiring. He gperocked
the Indian caste system and questioned its legitymide questioned the relevance of a system intwhaople become
untouchable because of being born in a particaarec He knew well that the capitalist class willays compromise with
the British imperial class to save their intereSisice congress took support of capitalists sombekers and peasants will

get exploited even after independence. In sucleaaso casteism and exploitation will continue. t@iety his conviction
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was true and India after 67 years of independeraserfot been able to get rid of this system baseéxpioitation.
His reservations that capitalism cannot be elingddty just transfer of power from the hands ofigmito ‘Indian British’
have proved right. It needs revolution was whasdid. One can easily correlate the nexus betweparwgastes with that

of the capitalists who gained everything afterBniish left India.

Bhagat's ideology has become more relevant todtate S5overnments are blind towards their respolitgithd
implement the policy of ‘Socialist India’ and thedustrialists and corrupt politicians are promotgdpring the socialist
demands of the workers and peasants. This vergrvisad disturbed Bhagat Singh and his Hindustaimfistcrepublican
Army (HSRA) comrades. On April 8th, 1929, Lahores@mbly was supposed to pass ‘Trade bill’, whichiadollify the
basic rights of the democratic trade unions andrkabThe party decided that this was the time tovey their anger and
discontent to the deaf government. Bhagat Singhtasccomrades became immortal, who were the onlgevof the
common man, labors and peasants of the countrybdhe was harmless specially designed only to nhakge sound to
open up the deaf ears of the colonial powers. Tihegntions were very clear that the bomb was neamh to kill political
leaders. To take extra precaution Bhagat threvbtmb at the vacant space, also called the welthérassembly to avoid
any causality. They would have easily escapedérctiaos but decided to surrender because theie vas not heard till
date. They wanted the people and the governmenkntiw about their ideology and visions of a freeiorat
These revolutionaries inspired the entire natiottiry across boundaries, caste and communal |Blesgat Singh is still
youth icon for the youths all over the nation. Gh 8une 1929 Bhagat Singh said -“To change theesydtased on
injustice, we need revolution. Is it not a constiedcinjustice that the labors and producers, dedpiting the part of
mainstream, are victim of exploitation and haverbdenied basic human rights? Farmers, who proddieesf hunger.
The weaver who weaves cloths for others cannotodfoishis own family and children. Mason, Carpestdronsmiths
build huge palaces die living in huts and slums ti@nother side, capitalist exploiters, anti-soeiaiments, spend crores of
rupees on their fashion and enjoyment. Those wimyeat the cost of hardworking and hungry peopleusth understand

that they are sitting on such a volcano which sualo erupt.”

Bhagat Singh's direction of thought and his visewery clear by this statement. He was much wdrae the
caste and class structure of India. He spoke ompltght of the Dalit, working class and peasantsisTis remarkable and
unparalleled in the history of India as no one befspoke on such issues that too from an early tieseryouth.
It is something rare for a young man of that agariderstand and analyse the caste prejudices suedféicts not only in
terms of social and cultural background but also emonomic prospects. Bhagat Singh in fact was fezad of
contemporary leaders. He was not only worried abimeiicapitalistic system sucking the blood of Indreorkers with the
support of its imperialist masters but he also rtyeanderstood and criticized the caste dynamias.wiote the famous

essay 'The question of untouchable' and openlytipnes! the legacy of the Brahmanism.

It was unfortunate that the powerful forces of British Raj hanged him to silence the legitimatéces of the
marginalized but this was something impossible.gat&ingh and his ideology have become much retémanday’s era
where exploitation is nearly legitimized. The tibare dying of hunger, the farmers are commitSagide and the Dalits
are still facing the brunt of casteism, at evegpghe ideas of Bhagat are merged in the air. BHgiggh sacrificed his life
for the downtrodden people and the country. Aftedependence the Zamindari system was abolishedhbuSEZs
‘Special economic zones’ are not actually the ‘SeExploitative Zones'? The Zamindari system stiflists in a new

form. Bhagat Singh never got appreciation by th&tohians of the ‘Congress’ brand who always triedbtlittle his
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contribution and argued that few enthusiastic peauauld not bring the mighty British empire dowrheTCommunist
party of India often claims to have inherited tlegdcy of Bhagat Singh but the same party promodggutatism by
extending a helping hand in slaughtering the pefigtging for their rights in Nandigram. It is mattof shame that people
sacrificed their lives for the nation in the hopleaosocialist India where every citizen will havguel rights over the
natural resources, a socialist India free of cdserimination and no oppression of the poor fasnéut today what we

witness is just the very dangers and reservatiahfopward by Bhagat Singh.

It was in fact the immense popularity of Bhagatghimmong the Indian youth, his ideological differes with
Gandhiji and the Congress which made Bhagat Singhaanpion of Nationalism. Bhagat Singh was an nasigin to
millions of exploited youth to raise voice agaitist supremacy of the Varnashram. The advocatesaofaghram must
realize that it can no more be an easy projecthagy8 Singh had rejected the Varna system, hasgircondemned the
caste order and also has proudly embraced modetidynot only rejected the same but also questidhedso-called
‘ancient glorious' culture and heritage on the namehich the casteism and exploitation is caroetl Bhagat Singh was
a staunch atheist and remained so even after l@ingsoned. His family and colleagues tried to pade him to have
belief in God at least at the last moments. In faetas the strength in his character that he sxfu® be cowed down.
Bhagat always questioned and exposed the mythsedbocial Order claimed to be made by God, if tiedtl scriptures
are to be believed. The span of the ideology ofg@h&ingh was however limited by several factorsctviincluded his
very young age, short life span, politically undeped environment and the destructive policy of-emiolutionism of the
Stalinist leadership. But even though there wamétdi, his ideology was crystal clear. The lessdnRussia entered India
and left profound influence upon the young Bhagags In the last few days of his life in the Laéqgalil, it is known that
he was reading the books on Lenin and Trotsky. Bh&ingh was deeply moved by the sacrifice of Sakaatar Singh
Sarabha (one of the organisers of the Gadar P&#&yjar used political propaganda to infiltratetle armed forces and
planned a revolt to overthrow the colonial regirimfortunately he was caught and imprisoned at theng age of

nineteen on the charges of treason and conspigaipst the British Empire.

Bhagat Singh was well aware of the dangers of ¢higious fanaticism and the capitalist’s legitintina of the
religion. He often raised his voice against the esdmut it is unfortunate to compare Bhagat Singthuwstamic Jehadis or
the same lined Hindutva fanatics who are dragdiedy respective societies back to the same era wisgnwere exploited
over since centuries. One can only feel helplessiel explanation and analysis of those ignoraoplgewho deliberately
make such comparison. Bhagat Singh is immortal usaf his outstanding ideology and in fact he basome an
ideology. His life, struggle and sacrifice for ecgdist India is incredible. He dreamt of a societlyere each individual
could focus more on human and national developnaestciety where caste discrimination no longestexand where all
the religious and non-religious majority and mitypiive together in an extraordinary brotherhooitertranath Sanyal
was imprisoned for publishing the biography of B&tagingh in 1931, in the Court he said — “Sardaaidtt Singh, | knew
was neither a terrorist nor an anarchist; therefordischarge my duty towards my late friend | tjouof presenting his
true and historical picture. In this | wanted t@wshthat he was a communist and an internationatist that people had

misunderstood him.”

People today continue to fight for their legitimaights which the state has practically failed toyide them

despite being a working and world’s biggest demoerdhis very democracy has turned up to be a @lubiystem’ as it
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turned out gradually to become only a represergatamocracy rather than actually to be a partioigatne. Youth of the
nation, the peasants, the Dalits and the tribatdimae to survive under utter marginalisation. Tole of Muslims, infact
now the second majority of India still remains ¢hss and used as vote banks without any effectaréicgpation in
democratic structure. The religious fanaticismtialbtime high. The affirmative steps taken by gmment fail because of
the commitment of the people in and outside théesysThe political class, the criminals and theustdalist have formed
a nexus and they are the one who have actuallyeaijthe benefits of democratic freedom and indepecel Today they
control over the state and the resources withoyta@eountability or responsibility. The caste pdiges have multiplied
and every human being’'s ‘God’ is hijacked by thegtty class. Those who are oppressed fail to refex authority of
God and are deeply closely attached to religionthacefore remain exploited. India is far behindbéocalled a ‘Socialist’
country. One of the reasons for this failure i #naen the literate and culturally awakened avaoig @debate on religious
issues and thus are depriving the society of titbsss. Bhagat Singh is not just a national icorabse of his sacrifice for
an awakened India but today his ideology is mudgdi than the said nationalism. His ideas shoolkdhenial ruling elite
as well as the whole British Empire. His ideologgsanot only against the British but also for thealeéshment of an
equitable society, a socialist society based onemodalues and rational science out rightly refertihe caste system.
India is still unfortunate in failing to embraceshdéeas. Today, the market has been successfillyg tie ‘Indian culture’
for its own marketing developments therefore comaiyedistorting our thoughts and thinking capalabt resulting in

decreasing our sense of responsibility and accoilityefor the country and humanity.
CONCLUSIONS

Bhagat has very carefully analysed the concepelgdion and God. His article ‘Why | Am an Atheist930, is
the most famous. One of his impressive articleAisarchism’ published in 1928. In his writings he rasised on the
basic nature of these concepts which were explgtand iniquitous. The social institutions basedtite same and also
that how religion today has become an instrumettiénhands of capitalist powers who twist and thennorms and ideas
depending upon their interest. He also analyseatiggn and the actual need religion for a humaimdp@and also for the
society. He found that the faith for God and ralgilies in their deeply rooted lack of scientifindwledge and
understanding of the nature and environment, asal @ to a certain level the lack of power and ciment to control
their own self, society and destiny. He gave logissto how religion became useful myth for the pediping in acute
hardships. According to Bhagat religion best saitsan in distress. This entire logical presentatio@od and religion put
forward by Bhagat Singh shows a remarkable resemoblavith many of the often quoted paragraphs ofl Kéarx.
No doubt Bhagat Singh was inspired by the work¥afl Marx. We find many references for the samehis jail

notebook.

Bhagat has openly criticised the situations whevivadism does become hindrance in awakening pesple’
consciousness on scientific and rational revolatigrihought along with modern values. As a studéMational College,
Bhagat Singh patrticipated in the Gurudwara Reforovement during non-cooperation movement becauspiesented
the peasants and others who were against the dboomrtd capitalist and colonial powers over the Glwara. He later on
withdrew himself from it when he felt that the mowent was assuming to a kind of communal charatitethe article
‘Different Thoughts of New Leaders’, 1928, he ciges the ‘Back to Vedas' approach along with theivalist
philosophy of Sage Wasvani. He underlined the Botshevik and anti-class ideological character afltf81 Wasvani's

arguments. Bhagat singh compared and admired bolihaSh Bose and Jawaharlal Nehru and acknowledwsid t
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greatness but he critised the basic nationalistdiions of Netaji who advocates only political olge. Bhagat Singh then
advised the Punjab youth to follow Nehru's ideoldmpcause it was based on modern and socialists/aie advocated

revolutionary change in the existing social system.

He gave a clear caution that the untouchablesharéackbone of this country and they must orgathismselves
to find a solution to the problem of untouchabilitje always welcomed demand for equality of rightshe untouchables
and also gave the idea of projecting equal oppirsnand treatment in all walks of life. He adviathspecial rights to
overcome the barrier of inequality. He remindsabetributions and sacrifices done by these untdalelsan our historical
past and appeals to awaken ad aware, rise andt ragainst the existing system as they are the ‘pealetariat.’
Cautiously he warns them not to be moved by thersfbf the capitalist bureaucracy which is the saase of their
poverty and cautions them that the slow reformammsed will not bring them any benefit. He said thia¢y should
organise to unleash a socialist revolution alontiwhe political and economic revolution. Bhagatddi's ideas have the
strength to bring hope in millions of strugglingopde. Bhagat Singh was and will always remain am ifor those who
believe in modern secular and socialist valuesctieig the caste based system. His legacy will comtito inspire those
who are still hopefully waiting for a modern Indiath modern ideas. Bhagat Singh and his ideologyeHsecome more
relevant in today’s era for the youth to stand andllenge the entire corrupt system, which has tnecdysfunctional and
practically captivated by parochial communal anglitedist thugs. Bhagat has gradually become anlégdgo an ideology

which has the power to topple corrupt governmedtraplace it with socialist government.
REFERENCES
1. Nirupama Dutt, 24 July 2005, "The Tribune stoodaipBhagat Singh". The Tribune, India.
2. S.R.Bakshi, 1988, Revolutionaries and the Britislj Rtlantic Publishers & Distributors. pp.134-137
3. Irfan Habib, June 1982, "The Congress and the Réivolaries in the 1920s", Social Scientist 10: PgBZ.
4. Kuldip Nayyar, 2000, the Martyr Bhagat Singh: Expemnts in Revolution, Har-Anand Publications. pf2.21
5. Niraja Rao, April1997, "BhagatSingh and the Reviolry Movement", Revolutionary Democracy, pp.1&6-1
6. Bhawan Singh Rana, 2005, Bhagat Singh, Diamond & d&oks (P) Ltd. pp. 47-49.

7. Randhir Singh, Trilochan Singh, 1993, AutobiogramfiyBhai Sahib Randhir Singh: freedom fighter, refer,
theologian, saint and hero of Lahore conspirace clisst prisoner of Gurdwara reform movement, B&ahib
Randhir Singh Trust.

8. Irfan Habib, ‘Bhagat Singh’, 2007. To make the dkaér: ideology and programme of Bhagat Singh dad h

comrades. Three Essays Collective.
9. "The Trial of Bhagat Singh", India Law Journal 3,(3uly—September 2008.
10. Bhupendra Hooja, 2007, the Jail Notebook and Ottietings, LeftWord Books. pp. 112-127.

11. Paresh. R. Vaidya, 14-27 April 2001, "Historicalalysis: Of means and ends", Frontline 18, archivedh the
original on 29 August 2007.

Impact Factor(JCC): 1.4507- This article can be dowloaded from www.impactjournals.us







